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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Members,
Last week I returned from my pilgrimage in Spain on the Camino
de Santiago. I walked for a total of six weeks and experienced a
spectrum of physical, emotional and spiritual awakenings that are
very hard to articulate so soon afterwards. I am working through
this in my writing (of course) and have at least two book ideas and
have already been asked to write a chapter for another two books.
The journey has also provided me with a very deep well of material for work that was
unfinished before I left, and possible new work. Phew! There’s a lot happening in my
brain this week. I will write an article in more detail for our next newsletter about my
walk because I have had so much interest in it. And of course, when I see many of you at
our next meeting I’m happy to talk about it to those who are interested.
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I have been trying to take my return to reality slowly, but this isn’t always easy when
people have been waiting a while to talk to me about their writing projects. I have heard
that Paula and our committee have been looking after you all very well in my absence
and I am grateful for that and appreciate that so many people have looked after aspects
of my life so that I could ‘check out’. My pilgrimage would not have been possible
without this support. It has made me realise how fantastic our society is and that we
support each other so well. This is one of the most valuable benefits of being a member
and really crucial for writers who tend to work in isolation, which can be lonely and
counterproductive.
I hope that YOU have been writing. Winter is the perfect opportunity to snuggle up
with pen and paper to play with words. And, as always, there are many things happening
with our society that will help you if you need it.
Blaise van Hecke
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
1. To draw together practicing women writers.
2. To encourage women writers to achieve professional status by the regular conduct
of:
a. workshops, poetry and prose readings, seminars, conferences, book launches
b. literary competitions with prizes, awards, distinctions
c. postal workshops designed for members who are unable to attend meetings and
available to other members
d. other activities the Committee considers appropriate such as public readings
3. To promote the knowledge of literature among women writers and the wider
community.
4. To strengthen the ties of interest between Australian women writers and writers
overseas.
5. To co-operate with other associations or organisations, whose purposes are similar
to those of our Society, by subscription, membership or joint seminar.
6. To enter into agreement with government or council authorities to obtain rights,
privileges or concessions to further the purposes of the Society.
7. To print and publish newsletters, anthologies, magazines, books or leaflets that the
Society considers desirable for its purposes and for the benefit of its members and the
wider community.
NEXT MEETING
Friday 29 June – Ross House (Jenny Florence Room)
11am–2pm (committee meeting 2pm–3pm)
Member meeting followed by session: Writing Creative Non-Fiction
Friday 27 July – Library at the Dock
11am–2pm (committee meeting 2pm–3pm)
Member meeting followed by Margaret Hazzard Short Story Awards.
**REMINDER**
Membership fees are now due. Please see membership form at the end of this newsletter.
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PROPOSED MEETINGS FOR 2018

2018
All sessions 11am–2pm
Committee meeting 2-3pm

January: Saturday 20th, 11am

Annual postal workshop gathering at Café Vic at the
Arts Centre. All members welcome.

February: Friday 23rd

Member meeting followed by members sharing summer
reading/writing. 4 minutes per person.

City

Ross House

Hayden Raysmith Room

March: Friday 23rd (not 30th due to
public holiday)

Ross House

Member meeting followed by workshop: Short story
writing (in preparation for Margaret Hazzard Short
Story Competition).

Jenny Florence Room

April: Friday 27th
Library at the Dock

Member meeting followed by workshop: Writing
performance poetry with Krystle Herdy TBC.

May: Friday 25th

Member meeting followed by: Writing workshop

June: Friday 29th

Member meeting, followed by session: Writing creative
non-fiction.

Library at the Dock
Ross House

Jenny Florence Room

July: Friday 27th

Library at the Dock

Member meeting, followed by awards of the Margaret
Hazzard Short Story competition.

August: Friday 31st

Presentation of the Alice Award and AGM.

September: Friday 21st (not 29th

Member meeting, followed by launch of Sparx issue 3,
followed by Member profile: a selection of SWWV
members will have 10 minutes on the floor to launch or
talk about their book or writing.

Library at the Dock
due to public holiday)

Ross House
Jenny Florence Room

October: Friday 26th
Ross House

Member meeting followed by session: Writing
Dialogue

Jenny Florence Room

November: Friday 30th
Library at the Dock

Christmas lunch
& Christmas writing competition

CORRESPONDENCE: To all members concerning the disruptions to Ross House
Information concerning the Metro Tunnel works has been coming in to the RHA mail box
Demolition has been on-going day and night. Abseilers will undertake an inspection of the
east and north sides of the Nicholas Building ahead of the demolition of the former KFC
building.
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What to be aware of:
Demolition of buildings in Swanston Street:
• There will be pedestrian access along Swanston Street during these works. These
works are expected to generate levels of noise.
• While pedestrian access will be maintained there will be times when diversions of
this traffic will occur. Traffic controllers will be on site to safely direct pedestrians
around works.
Major works on the Metro tunnel are underway to support construction of the new Town
Hall Station at the southern end of Swanston Street.
•
•

Pedestrians will be diverted to use the footpath on the north side of Flinders Lane.
Local access will be maintained.
Currently, considerable disruption is occurring, a very much greater level of
awareness is required to move around this part of the CBD.

Also, RHA received notice of the construction of the Metro Tunnel Visitor Centre, at 125133 Swanston Street, CBD precinct. The visitor site is being cleared of debris, this involves
the use of a scissor lift on the footpath and large waste bins. Please take care
MAY MEETING WRITING WORKSHOP
At the May meeting we held a writing workshop. Two groups were formed, poetry and
short story. The groups discussed the problems they faced with their writing and writing in
general in their chosen genre. Looking around the room there were two lively discussions
taking place. After twenty minutes the participants were invited to write using a prompt
chosen from a supplied list. The next twenty minutes were devoted to writing and not a
sound was heard as everyone put pen to paper and wrote busily beyond the allotted time.
Participants were invited to read their pieces, and everyone did so. It was great to see such a
productive session.
These are some of the prompts supplied.
1. It was the first snowfall of the year.
2. He hadn’t seen her since the day they left high school.
3. The city burned, fire lighting up the night sky.
4. Silk.
5. She studied her face in the mirror.
6. The smell of freshly cut grass.
7. They came back every year to lay flowers at that spot.
8. The streets were deserted. Where was everyone? Where had they all gone?
9. This time the boss had gone too far.
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THE VEIL
Yvonne Sweeney
Its debut at the first wedding, the white rose petal headpiece anchored a three-tier finger-tip
veil. Bridesmaids wore matching head pieces. No tiara was necessary to make this wedding
special.
Both the wedding veil and the bridesmaids’ headpieces were used for a second wedding.
This time it was my senior bridesmaid’s nutter. The petals were turned up to make a waterlilly effect.
No bridesmaids attended the following wedding of a New Zealander who married a
younger man. Once again the petals on the wedding veil headpiece were turned up more
sharply into a coronet.
Finally the said veil was used in a wedding scene on stage. Hanging it on a nail back
stage tore the delicate fabric, not only rendering it unusable but offending me that it would
end its days so ignominiously.
‘Don’t lend anything you value to others that don’t cherish It as you do.’
Each year until the age of 50 I could get into my wedding gown to celebrate our
anniversary with a dinner at home. On one occasion my three-year-old carried the train
while I bustled about in the kitchen.
After I explained what a wedding anniversary is she asked, ‘Was I there?’ The answer,
‘No dear,’ upset her.
‘Oh that’s not fair. Why wasn’t I there?’ A further explanation that mothers and fathers
got married before they had children placated her.
The story ended when opening the front door to meet ‘Hubby’, as he arrived home from
work. He responded to the gown, apron and tatty veil by removing his hat and saying ‘Ah,
Mrs Haversham, I presume.’

HENRY LAWSON MEMORIAL & LITERARY SOCIETY
Jenny Hearn
As a new member, I made my first visit with three friends to a meeting of the Henry Lawson
Memorial & Literary Society last week. (Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of
every month (except January), 1.30 PM until 4 PM, in the Monastery hall at the rear of St.
Francis Church, 326 Lonsdale St. Enter through gate on North end of bookshop).
After the meeting, recitations were called for. Anyone could put their name down and
what followed were very entertaining - sometimes quite stirring - recitations of Henry
Lawson’s work. The program also included an interesting account of research being
undertaken by the editor of The Lawsonian into the life and premature death of a lady poet
friend of Lawson’s and there were original verse tributes, or with some, connection, to
Lawson. One poet demonstrated how helpful it was when writing rhyming, rhythmic verse
to play music - she used the Hopscotch Polka.
Then ‘the billy was boiled’ and a delicious afternoon tea laid out on the bar including hot
meat pies (and of course, tomato sauce).
We all agreed it was a very pleasant way for ‘wordsmiths’ to spend an overcast wintry
Saturday afternoon.
I would like to conclude this account of our attendance, with an interesting reference to
Henry Lawson and his connection to Miles Franklin. In last month’s SWWV Newsletter
we reported the exciting news of the discovery of Franklin’s sixth diary, but readers may not
be aware that Lawson knew Franklin and was in London When My Brilliant Career was
published.
I will now quote from: A Fantasy of Man - Henry Lawson - His Complete Works:
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LETTER TO THE ‘BULLETIN’ re ‘MY BRILLIANT CAREER’ 1903.
“Dear Bulletin,
Note that My Brilliant Career was published against the judgment of Blackwood’s London
Manager and reader, nor did William Blackwood think greatly of the book. I told him that it
would go in Australia; and he published it at a venture, as you may see by the cheap get-up.
And I was right …”
(P. 189) Lansdowne Press, Sydney, 1984.)

To book please go to www.writersvictoria.org.au - calendar, events.
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OPPORTUNITIES AND COMPETITIONS
SWWT annual short story competition 2018
Theme: 'Life Changing'
Word count between 1200 - 1500 words
FIRST PRIZE: $200.00
SECOND PRIZE: $50.00
highly commended certificates & commended certificates
CLOSING DATE: 31st August 2018
The competition is open to all short story writers
More information is available from the Competition Co-ordinator:
Email: wendylaing02@gmail.com
Boroondara Literary Awards
The twentieth annual Boroondara Literary Awards are now open! Entries close 5pm Friday
31 August 2018. This year’s competition is open-themed and is free to enter. The full Terms
and Conditions and entry details are available on the website.
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/literary-awards
Podcast
Please visit our website and join us every Friday on amfm247.com for “Aspects of Writing.”
Visit: http://www.aspectsofwriting.com to see our past shows and the links to our videos.
Australian Author Anthony Karakai has been one of our past guests.
Your Time to Write
Are you always making excuses not to write? Come into our studio every Monday 1–3pm
for 10 weeks starting 16 July for dedicated writing time. Make yourself accountable and get
that writing project done! $55 for the 10 sessions (to cover tea/coffee/power). See website
for details and booking information. www.busybird.com.au
Busybird Publishing Writing Retreat
24-26 August 2018 at Karma Kinglake
What is the key to transforming your ideas and experiences into compelling and engaging
stories? Join our small group of writers at this live-in retreat with Blaise van Hecke and Les
Zigomanis. You will gain valuable tools to help you move beyond self-doubt and
procrastination to fully express your writer’s voice. This retreat is a way to rejuvenate your
mind, nourish your body and soul. Accommodation and food included. Early Bird end 20th
July. See website for details: www.busybird.com.au
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Society of Women Writers Victoria Inc
Reg. No. A0039632B

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Subscription for the year ending 30th June 2019
Joining fee (once off fee)
General Membership
Additional fee if you belong to a Postal Workshop
Association/group membership

$10
$45
$10
$85

Name: ..........................................................................................................................................
..........
Address: ......................................................................................................................................
..........Phone: .............................................................
Email: …………………………………………………………..
Name of Postal
Workshop: ................................................................... ................................................
Cheque/Money Order payable to: The Society of women Writers Victoria Inc.
Or bank transfer: Community Solutions BSB: 033636 Account: 152422 please put [member
and your surname] in the reference section.
Treasurer SWWVic
Ross House
247 Flinders Lane
Melbourne Victoria 3000
IN PERSON: Payment may be made in person at meetings.
Enclose this slip and exact amount in envelope and hand to Treasurer or Secretary.
Society of Women Writers Victoria
Ross House 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne VIC 3000

www.swwvic.org.au
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